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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA ENJOYS UPGRADED 
COMPUTER SYSTEM
MISSOULA -
"It goes 'w h i r r r ' when it moves, 'click' when it stops, and 'hmmmmm' 
when it stands still. I never knew just what it was, and I guess I never 
will." The original song was about a magical toy given to a boy by his father, 
and that's just how the folks in the Computer Department at the University of 
Montana feel about their new "toy" - a DEC 8600 mainframe computer, installed 
during the past four months and currently undergoing a battery of tests.
Difficult as it may be for non-computer types to understand what the 
fuss is all about, this mainframe has uses that are bound to impress even 
those who can barely find their way around a typewriter keyboard. Leonard 
Lewis, manager of the electronic communications systems on campus, lists the 
new possibilities with the air of someone whose workload has just been cut in 
half. For example, the state was doing all of the billing for the telephone 
system on campus, and workers here would have to re-key in the data when it 
arrived. With the DEC 8600 the master file can simply be "downloaded," or 
transfered directly into the UM computer system without the duplicate data 
en t r y .
Likewise, payroll data from the university can be transmitted directly
-more-
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back to Helena. Last October, the first Statewide Budgeting and Accounting 
System report was generated and transmitted to Helena.
On-campus use of the system will be expanded and increased, Lewis says. 
Data managment will ease use of the university's registration and admissions 
records. Upgraded word processing, editing and spelling software have been 
added, as well as special communications links and graphics packages.
Overall, says Lewis, the system gives the university a great deal more 
capacity than the current DEC 20, and an increased amount of flexibility.
In addition to the new hardware and software, the university is working 
closely with the state on the State Telecommunications Network Project, a plan 
being prepared to bring before the 1987 legislative session. The network 
project will include linking the state's university system directly with all 
other statewide systems, particularly state government and the state business 
community.
A similar system already exists in Indiana, and the Indiana Corporation 
for Science and Technology newsletter says, "So many of the opportunities that 
are surfacing as potential major areas of employment, both in the product and 
service end of business, are interdisciplinary. Today, you may need chemists, 
biotechnologists, artificial intelligence specialists, software engineers, 
computer scientists and electronics engineers - all for one project!"
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university run more smoothly as well as helping the university to take a more 
active, vital role in development and growth throughout the state. As far as 
Lewis is concerned, it can go ’whirr" when it runs all it wants - the DEC 8600 
is a long-awaited and much-needed workhorse.
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